4.1 Who are the Superior Authorities of (Romans 13:1)?

Studies in the Scriptures Series | - The Divine Plan of the Ages (1886 edition) page
250 - Said that the Superior Authorities mentioned in Romans 13:1 are the
"Worldly Governments or Authorities"

250 The Plan of the Ages.

Christ, is Scripturally termed ‘¢ The Times of the Gentiles.”*
And these ““times’ or years, during which the ¢king-
doms of this world’’ are permitted to rule, are fixed and
limited, and the time for the re-establishment of God’s
Kingdom under Messiah is equally fixed and marked in
Scripture. I

Evil as these Gentile governments have been, they were
permitted or ¢ ordained of God "’ for a wise purpose. (Rom.
13:1.) Their imperfetion and misrule form a part of
the general lesson on the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and
prove the inability of fallen man to govern himself, even
to his own satisfaction. God permits them, in the main,
to carry out their own purposes as they may be able, over-
ruling them only when they would interfere with his plans.
He designs that eventually all shall work for good, and that
finally even the ‘“wrath of man shall praise him.”” The
remainder, that would work no good, serve no purpose or
teach no lesson, he restrains.—Psa. 76: 10.

Man’s inability to establish a perfet government is at-
tributable to his own weaknesses in his fallen, depraved
condition. These weaknesses, which of themselves would
thwart human efforts to produce a perfect government, have
also been taken advantage of by Satan, who first tempted
man to disloyalty to the Supreme Ruler. Satan has con-
tinually taken advantage of man’s weaknesses, made good
to appear evil, and evil to appear good; and he has mis-
represented God’s charater and plans and blinded men
to the truth. Thus working in the hearts of the children
of disobedience (Eph. 2: 2), he has led them captive at his
will and made himself what our Lord and the apostles call
him—the prince or ruler of this world. (John 14: 30;
12: 31.) He is not the prince of this world by right, but
by usurpation; through fraud and deception and control
¢f fallen men. It is because he is a usurper that he will be
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2.2 They are the Worldly Governments or Authorities

Studies in the Scriptures Series | - The Divine Plan of the Ages (1916 edition) page
266 - Still said they are "Worldly Governments or Authorities."

266 ' The Plan of the Ages.

blood.. And the prophets declare that because of the increase
of knowledge a'still more general and wide-spread dissatis-
faction will finally express itself in a world-wide revolution, -
in the overthrow of all law and order ; that anarchy and dis-
tress upon all classes will be the result ; but that in the midst
of this confusion the God of heaven will seT UP his King-
dom, which will satisfy the desires of all nations. Wearied
and disheartened with their own failures, and finding their
last and greatest efforts resulting in anarchy, men will gladly
welcome and bow before the heavenly authority, and recog-
nize its strong and just government. Thus man’s extrem-
ity will become God’s' opportunity, and ¢ the desire of all
nations shall come’’—the Kingdom of God, in power and3
great glory..—Hag. 2: 7.

Knowing this to be the purpose of God, neither ]esus
nor the apostles interfered with earthly rulers in any way.
On the contrary, they taught the Church to submit
to these powers, even though they often suffered under
their abuse of power. They taught the Church to obey the
laws, and to respect those in authority because of their
office, even if they were not personally worthy of esteem ;
to pay their appointed taxes, and, except where they cons
flicted with God’s laws (A¢ts 4: 19; 5: 29), to offer no re-
sistance to any established law. (Rom. 13:1-7; Matt.
22:21.) The Lord Jesus and the apostles and the early
Church wereall law-abiding, though they were separate from,
and took no share in, the governments of this world.

Though the powers that be, the governments of this
world, were ordained or arranged for by God, that mankind
might gain a needed experience under them, yet the Church,
‘the consecrated ones who aspire to office in the coming
Kingdon: of God, should neither covet the honors and the
emolumentsof office in the kingdoms of this world, norshould
they oppose these powers. Theyare fellow citizens and heirs
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2.3 They are Jehovah God and Jesus Christ

But in -1929 the Watchtower June 1 and June 15, 1929 - Showed they changed
their view it now represents "Jehovah God and Jesus Christ"

164 Bnookryw, N. Y,

™ WATCH TOWER

different power or authority to these different nations?
In the United States, in time of peace no eitizen can,
by law, be drafted and required to render military
serviee, In Italy and other countries called Christian,
even in time of peace all eitizens arve subject to mili-
tary serviee, and refusing to render such serviee are
subject to severe punishment. Which one of the na-
tions is making and enforeing the military law in
harmony with God's law, sceing that their laws are
different?

“In the United States, in time of war a law is made
compelling persons within a certain age limit to en-
pace in military serviee, Is the law of God different
at different times and in different countries? The
seripture answers: ‘God changes not.” (Mal. 3:6)
Of necessity God must be, and iy, at all times con-
sistent,

8 (jod says to his anointed sons: ““Thou shalt not
kill.”” (Matt. 5:21, 22) He that kills is a murderer.
Furthermore, it is written: ‘*Whosoever hateth his
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer
hath cternal life abiding in him.”" (1 John 3:15) All
the Gentile governments of the world in time of war
compel their respective subjeets or eitizens to partiei-
pate in war and to kill. Has God delegated the power
to these governments 1o order men to kill cach other,
and are the anointed sons of God bound to obey the
laws of the land which require killing, when at the
same time God's own law commands that he shall
not kill? If the ehild of God engages in war and de-
liberately kills, he preeludes himself from enterinz
the kingdom, according to God’s law.

* 11 a worldly government can enaet a law forbid-
ding the use of certain drinks, that nation or govern-
ment ean also enaet a law, and enforee it, forbidding
the use of eertain foods, even ineluding bread. Jesns
diveeted his followers to pray to God: “*Give us this
day our daily bread.” Would God delegate to a na-
tion or government a power that would permit that
nation to make and enforee a law forbidding the use
of the very thing for which the children of God were
divected to pray? If it is lawful to drink beer while
cating eheese in Germany, and unlawful to drink beer
while cating eheese in the United States, which one of
these nations is exereising the power delegated by the

Toodd? TF tha anewor hoe Bath  thon the anestion s

attempt thus to preach it. In Russia the law is that
one can not preach the gospel at all without a permit
from the government., God’s commandment to his
sons, which commandment is given through Jesus
Christ, is that his gospel shall be preached in all the
nations as a witness. (Matt. 24:14) Shall the child of
God be obedient to the law of the United States or
of Russia, or to the law of God? Is it possible that
God has delegated to these varvious nations the right
and authority to make and enforce laws that are in-
consistent with and in derogation of his own expressed

will?

115 it not thercfore elear that there has been a de-
eidedly improper application of the words of the
Apostle Paul when applied to the governments of this
world? When he sayvs, ““The powers that be are or-
dained of God,”” does he have any reference whatso-
ever to the Gentile nations of the carth? Isit not mors
reasonable that he direets his words exclusively to
the powers possessed and exereised in God’s organi-
zation, and not to those that ave exereised in Satan's
organization?

GOD'S ORGANIZATION

12 Aside from Jehovah himself his organization con-
sists of Jesus Christ, his holy angels, cherubim, the
resurreeted members of the body of Christ, and those
who have been brought into the ehureh and ancinted
of the spirit and who are diligently putting forth
their best endeavors to he obedient to God. At the
Jordan, at the time of his consceration, Jesus was
anointed to the high office of “‘priest for ever after
the order of Melehizedek™, He was then and there
clothed with ecrtain powers as the man Christ Jesus
on ecarth, Speaking to his disciples Jesus said that

““the Son of man hath power on carth to Torgive sins™.
(Mark 2:10) After Jesus had been raised from the
dead he said to his diseiples: ““ .\l power is given un-
to me in heaven and in carth.”” (Matt, 28:18) That
power he reecived from Jehovah., Manifestly God
permitted Jesus to grant some power to his servants
or disciples, beeause Jesus said: “‘Ior the Son of man
is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house,
and gave authority to his servants, and to every man
his work, and eommanded the porter to wateh.”'—
Mark 13: 34
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2.4 They are Jehovah God and Jesus Christ

This Means Everlasting Life (1950) page 197 - We still see the same
view "Jehovah God and Jesus Christ"

SUBJECTION TO THE AUTHORITIES 197

against the arrangement of God; those who have
taken a stand against it will receive judgment to
themselves. For those ruling are an object of fear,
not to the good deed, but to the evil. Do you,
then, want to have no fear of the authority? Keep
doing good, and you will have praise from it; for
it is God’s minister to you for your good. But if
you are doing evil, be in fear: for it is not without
purpose that it bears the sword; for it is God’s
minister, an avenger to express wrath upon the
one practicing evil.”"—Romans 12:21 to 13:4, NW.

10 The Superior Authorities are the Most High
| God Jehovah and his exalted Son Jesus Christ. By |
Jehovah’s own Theocratic arrangement these ex-
isting Authorities stand placed in their relative
positions, first, God Supreme, and second, Jesus
Christ his anointed King. God the great Lawgiver
has committed to his royal Son the full power to
judge, together with authority to execute judg-
ment rendered. (John 5:22,27-30) These exist-
ing Superior Authorities are the proper objects of
fear above all others. Said Peter: “Be in fear of
God, have honor for the king,” and the King
Jesus Christ said to Peter and other disciples: “I
will indicate to you whom to fear: Fear him who
after Kkilling has authority to throw into Gehenna.
Yes, I tell you, fear this One.” (1 Peter 2:17 and
Luke 12:4,5, NW) And to set forth his own su-
periority over the worldly rulers of earth, Jesus
gave the Revelation in which he pictured himself
as gaining the final victory over them, because

10. Who are the “superior authorities”? So whom must
we fear? _
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2.5 They are Worldly Governments or Authorities

But a changed view again in -1962 Babylon the Great Has Fallen! God's Kingdom
Rules! (1962) page 548 - We are back to "Worldly Governments or Authorities"

248 “BABYLON THE GREAT HAS FALLEN!™ Revelation 16:9

prove to be no “sun of righteousness” with true “healing

In spite of the end of the Gentile Times in 1914,
God permitted the political authorities of this world
to continue as the “higher powers” or the “powers
that be,” which are *“ordained of God.” Hence men
held God responsible for the unbearably hot state that
scorched them. As foretold, “they blasphemed the name
of God, who has the authority over these plagues.”
—Revelation 16:9; Romans 13:1,2, AV.

to the fore. In harmony with the resolution adopted
at the Indianapolis general convention in 1925, the
dedicated, baptized Christian Bible Students were lift-
ing up the “standard of God’s truth and righteousness”
in his name and spirit. After that resolution began
to be circulated throughout the earth in millions of
copies in many languages, the leading article of the
Watch Tower issue of December 15, 1925, had the
following to say under the heading “His Name":

The world, particularly the governing factors of the
nations, have pushed the name of God aside. Now the
time is come when God will make for himself a name
in the earth. . ..

Now Satan and his evil allies are gathering all their
forces for the great and final conflict. . . . In that fight
the Lord God will make for himself a name, that the
peoples and nations of earth may know that he is God.
—Page 370.

As a fitting, timely follow-up to that, the very next
issue of The Waitch Tower, that of January 1, 1926,
carried as its feature article “Who Will Honor Jeho-
vah?"” The opening paragraph said:

These [Psalm 135:21a] are the words for our text
for the year 1926. Blessed or bless, as used in this text,
means to venerate, to adore, to worship, to honor and
to glorify. Who will come within the class that thus
honors Jehovah God? They that abide in Zion will do
so with gladness.
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2.6 How they hide and spin this inconsistency to fool you.

Jehovah's Witnesses have changed their mind on this point a few times. That in itself
shows they are a false prophet, But that is not the only problem, they try to use this lie
as a proof they have some special knowledge citing Proverbs 4:18 again that the path of
the righteous gets brighter. See this blatant lie in their proclaimers book, A book they
state gives a true account of their history.

Proclaimers jv chap. 10 pp. 146-147 Growing in Accurate Knowledge of the Truth

The Light Shines More and More
As reflected in their modern-day history, the experience of Jehovah’s Witnesses has
been like that described at Proverbs 4:18: “The path of the righteous ones is like the
bright light that is getting lighter and lighter until the day is firmly established.” The
shining of the light has been progressive, just as the light of early dawn gives way to
sunrise and the full light of a new day. Viewing matters in the light that was available,
they have at times had incomplete, even inaccurate, concepts. No matter how hard they
tried, they simply could not understand certain prophecies until these began to undergo
fulfillment. As Jehovah has shed more light on his Word by means of his spirit, his
servants have been humbly willing to make needed adjustments.
Such progressive understanding was not limited to the early period of their modern-day
history. It continues right down to the present. For example, in 1962 there was an
adjustment of understanding regarding “the superior authorities” of Romans 13:1-7.
For many years the Bible Students had taught that “the higher powers” (KJ) were
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ. Why? In The Watch Towers of June 1 and June 15, 19289,
a variety of secular laws were cited, and it was shown that what was permitted in one
land was forbidden in another. Attention was also drawn to secular laws that required
people to do what God prohibited or that forbade what God commanded his servants to
do. Because of their earnest desire to show respect for the supreme authority of God, it
seemed to the Bible Students that “the higher powers” must be Jehovah God and Jesus
Christ. They still obeyed secular laws, but the emphasis was on obedience to God first.
That was an important lesson, one that fortified them during the years of world turmoil
that followed. But they did not clearly understand what Romans 13:1-7 was saying.
Years later, a careful reanalysis of the scripture was made, along with its context and
its meaning in the light of all the rest of the Bible. As a result, in 1962 it was
acknowledged that “the superior authorities” are the secular rulers, but with the help
of the New World Translation, the principle of relative subjection was clearly discerned.
This did not call for any major change in the attitude of Jehovah’s Witnesses toward the
governments of the world, but it did correct their understanding of an important portion
of the Scriptures. In the process, there was opportunity for the Witnesses individually to
consider carefully whether they were truly living up to their responsibilities toward both
God and the secular authorities. This clear understanding of “the superior authorities”
has served as a protection to Jehovah’s Witnesses, especially in those lands where
surges of nationalism and clamoring for greater freedom have resulted in outbreaks of
violence and the formation of new governments.
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2.7 Conclusion

So Jehovah's Witnesses state in its own history book that they had a progressive
understanding "the light got brighter" they say they realised in 1962 that Romans
13:1 refers to the Secular Authority a change from their previous view that it was
Jehovah and Jesus, As we have just proven they had the correct view as far back as
1886 so in effect they moved from the light into the dark then back into the light.
Therefore not progressive rather a flip-flop a going back to wrong teachings see.

2 Peter 2:20-22 (ESV) For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world
through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.

21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog
returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the
mire.”

It's as if God was switching the light on and off for them.

According to their own teaching prophets don’t get it wrong, if they do then they
are false and deserving of death Deuteronomy 18:20-22, (NWT) says:

“/If any prophet presumptuously speaks a word in my name that | did not command
him to speak or speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die.
21 However, you may say in your heart: “How will we know that Jehovah has not
spoken the word?” 22 When the prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the
word is not fulfilled or does not come true, then Jehovah did not speak that word.
The prophet spoke it presumptuously. You should not fear him.’

The only thing left to say is they just hide history or re-write it to cover over their
false teaching.

Please look out for the section Flip-Flops on www.thejw.org for many examples that
will show the truth about their teachings. In particular (1.0 False Prophet)
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