
Studies in the Scriptures Series I - The Divine Plan of the Ages (1886 edition) page 
250 - Said that the Superior Authorities mentioned in Romans 13:1 are the 
"Worldly Governments or Authorities"

4.1 Who are the Superior Authorities of (Romans 13:1)?
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Studies in the Scriptures Series I - The Divine Plan of the Ages (1916 edition) page 
266 - Still said they are "Worldly Governments or Authorities."

2.2 They are the Worldly Governments or Authorities
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But in -1929 the Watchtower June 1 and June 15, 1929 - Showed they changed 
their view it now represents "Jehovah God and Jesus Christ"

2.3 They are Jehovah God and Jesus Christ
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This Means Everlasting Life (1950) page 197 - We still see the same 
view "Jehovah God and Jesus Christ"

2.4 They are Jehovah God and Jesus Christ
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But a changed view again in -1962 Babylon the Great Has Fallen! God's Kingdom 
Rules! (1962) page 548 - We are back to "Worldly Governments or Authorities"

2.5 They are Worldly Governments or Authorities
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Jehovah's Witnesses have changed their mind on this point a few times. That in itself 
shows they are a false prophet, But that is not the only problem, they try to use this lie 
as a proof they have some special knowledge citing Proverbs 4:18 again that the path of 
the righteous gets brighter. See this blatant lie in their proclaimers book, A book they 
state gives a true account of their history.

Proclaimers jv chap. 10 pp. 146-147 Growing in Accurate Knowledge of the Truth 
The Light Shines More and More
As reflected in their modern-day history, the experience of Jehovah’s Witnesses has 
been like that described at Proverbs 4:18: “The path of the righteous ones is like the 
bright light that is getting lighter and lighter until the day is firmly established.” The 
shining of the light has been progressive, just as the light of early dawn gives way to 
sunrise and the full light of a new day. Viewing matters in the light that was available, 
they have at times had incomplete, even inaccurate, concepts. No matter how hard they 
tried, they simply could not understand certain prophecies until these began to undergo 
fulfillment. As Jehovah has shed more light on his Word by means of his spirit, his 
servants have been humbly willing to make needed adjustments.
Such progressive understanding was not limited to the early period of their modern-day 
history. It continues right down to the present. For example, in 1962 there was an 
adjustment of understanding regarding “the superior authorities” of Romans 13:1-7.
For many years the Bible Students had taught that “the higher powers” (KJ) were 
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ. Why? In The Watch Towers of June 1 and June 15, 1929, 
a variety of secular laws were cited, and it was shown that what was permitted in one 
land was forbidden in another. Attention was also drawn to secular laws that required 
people to do what God prohibited or that forbade what God commanded his servants to 
do. Because of their earnest desire to show respect for the supreme authority of God, it 
seemed to the Bible Students that “the higher powers” must be Jehovah God and Jesus 
Christ. They still obeyed secular laws, but the emphasis was on obedience to God first. 
That was an important lesson, one that fortified them during the years of world turmoil 
that followed. But they did not clearly understand what Romans 13:1-7 was saying.
Years later, a careful reanalysis of the scripture was made, along with its context and 
its meaning in the light of all the rest of the Bible. As a result, in 1962 it was 
acknowledged that “the superior authorities” are the secular rulers, but with the help 
of the New World Translation, the principle of relative subjection was clearly discerned. 
This did not call for any major change in the attitude of Jehovah’s Witnesses toward the 
governments of the world, but it did correct their understanding of an important portion 
of the Scriptures. In the process, there was opportunity for the Witnesses individually to 
consider carefully whether they were truly living up to their responsibilities toward both 
God and the secular authorities. This clear understanding of “the superior authorities” 
has served as a protection to Jehovah’s Witnesses, especially in those lands where 
surges of nationalism and clamoring for greater freedom have resulted in outbreaks of 
violence and the formation of new governments.

2.6 How they hide and spin this inconsistency to  fool you.
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So Jehovah's Witnesses state in its own history book  that they had a progressive 
understanding "the light got brighter" they say they realised in 1962 that Romans 
13:1 refers to the Secular Authority a change from their previous view that it was 
Jehovah and Jesus, As we have just proven they had the correct view as far back as 
1886 so in effect they moved from the light into the dark then back into the light. 
Therefore not progressive rather a flip-flop a going back to wrong teachings see.
2 Peter 2:20–22 (ESV) For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world 
through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 
21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog 
returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the 
mire.”

It's as if God was switching the light on and off for them.

According to their own teaching prophets don’t get it wrong, if they do then they 
are false and deserving of death Deuteronomy 18:20-22, (NWT) says:

 “‘If any prophet presumptuously speaks a word in my name that I did not command 
him to speak or speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die. 
21 However, you may say in your heart: “How will we know that Jehovah has not 
spoken the word?” 22 When the prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the 
word is not fulfilled or does not come true, then Jehovah did not speak that word. 
The prophet spoke it presumptuously. You should not fear him.’

The only thing left to say is they just hide history or re-write it to cover over their 
false teaching. 

Please look out for the section Flip-Flops on www.thejw.org for many examples that 
will show the truth about their teachings. In particular (1.0 False Prophet)

2.7 Conclusion
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